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The AGM 2017-18 year was held at the Payneham Club Rooms. Seventeen
members attended this meeting, which was followed by a shared lunch. This
number is disappointing considering we have 71 members, three more than last
year, plus five life members. Eleven clubs also come under the umbrella of the
Association.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CAMPS: The first event for the year 2017-18 was the Melrose Camp last
October. Seventeen ladies attended. This was a most enjoyable camp where
members from the Northern area could get together. The one demonstration
was on the Garter Carriage, demonstrated by Wendy Smith. The rest of the
week-end all knitted whatever they liked and it is surprising just how much was
achieved over this time.
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The Victor Harbor camp had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers. The
minimum number for this year had risen to 30 and there were only about 12
enrolled which included committee and demonstrators. Unfortunately, cancelling
cost the Association quite a lot of money, but would have cost even more had
we gone ahead with it. We have not booked again for next year, but have opted
for extra workshops during the coming year. Trading tables and raffles are held
at camps and this helps to cover some of the costs. Entertainment for the
Saturday night is usually organised by one of the clubs attending. There is
always show and tell and a display table. A competition is also run. Last year’s
was a Christmas toy, and this year it is to be a child’s garment, which can then
be donated to charity if you so wish.
WORKSHOPS: Diane Chambers workshop was again very successful
with 24 attending the Adelaide workshop, and 19 in Pt Pirie. The highlight of
these demonstrations was the measuring and calculating to get a perfect fit.
Diane has been booked again for 2019. The committee is also negotiating
another demonstrator from interstate earlier in the year. There should be more
information on this in the next newsletter.

NEWSLETTER: Gillian continues to produce a most professional newsletter every 3 months. This can only happen if she is fed the information. All clubs
could send in an itinerary of their clubs activities for the year, and members
could contribute with a pattern, hints and tips, etc. …………….Continued on page 2
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ITEMS
15th JANUARY 2019
Please send items for the Newsletter to
Newsletter Editor GILLIAN GITTINS
gilliangittins@adam.com.au
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Continued…………………...

COMMITTEE: The committee worked hard all year organising camps and workshops. Thanks to all
for their help over the last 12 months especially Jill Rashleigh (Secretary), Rita Divine (Treasurer), and
Gillian Gittins (Newsletter Editor).
The Committee elected for 2017-18 were:
President—Wendy Smith; Vice President—Shirley Hooper; Secretary—Jill Rashleigh;
Treasurer—Rita Divine; Committee—Gillian Gittins, Sigrid Burford, June Kelly, Joylene Turner, Jocelyn
Meline, Sue Whyte.
The Committee comprises four executive and five committee members. Committee are expected to attend
most of the meetings during the year, held every second month, and help out when required at camps,
workshops etc.
The position of President is definitely vacant.
Sadly earlier this year we saw the passing of Joy Taylor. Joy was on the Steering Committee that set up
the Association; she was the first Treasurer and nearly always was available to demonstrate at camps.
She is sadly missed.

Wendy Smith —Retiring President
Footnote: MKASA COMMITTEE For 2018—2019:
President —Jocelyn Meline; Vice President—Shirley Hooper; Secretary—Jill Rashleigh;
Treasurer—Rita Divine;
General Committee—Gillian Gittins, Sigrid Burford, June Kelly, Joylene Turner, Patricia Clark
We thank WENDY and SUE who have now retired, and welcome PATRICIA CLARK to the team.

INTRODUCING THE NEW PRESIDENT
Jocelyn Meline
Dear South Australian Machine Knitters,

I have stepped into the President’s shoes which have been vacated by Wendy Smith. Very
large and experienced shoes to fill I must say, and I feel quite inexperienced, but I’ll give it my
best shot.
I’m relatively new to machine knitting, but it was after I bought a fabulous machine knitted skirt
from “Fiber Red” that my son-in-law encouraged me to try machine knitting myself. I bought a
Singer from someone who had put it away years before, and started trying to nut it out.
You-tube was helpful, and then I noticed the machine knitting section at the Adelaide Show.
There was a mention of machine knitting clubs so I joined Payneham Club.
Then I met Jill Rashleigh at a workshop, and she introduced me to St Mary’s Club and to Joy
Taylor. I learnt so much from Joy on alternate Tuesdays and at her week–long knitting camps.
She is sadly missed. Jill also introduced me to Smithfield Passap Club.
In the meantime I have amassed a collection of machines and yarns, and some knowledge of
machine knitting, and I wish I had more time to sit and knit. I was disappointed that I had work
commitments in October, and couldn’t go to Melrose this year.
The end of the year seems to be racing towards me, so I would like to wish everyone a happy
and safe Christmas and New Year. My New Year resolution will be to knit more.
Best wishes from Jocelyn.
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SHOW NEWS
SHOW KNITTING
by Wendy Smith
The number of entries this year was very good for some shows and rather disappointing for
others.
Adelaide Show had the same number as last year, (19 entries) with J Lees the winner of
the Grand Champion Prize.
Gawler Show had 53 entries and Chris Pritchard was the overall winner there.
Whyalla—All members of Whyalla club had entered at least 2 or 3 garments each and the overall winner with the most points was Barbara Cooper.
Strathalbyn was very disappointing with only 2 entries.
There are still some entries being entered in the wrong sections. The show books all state what
the entries should be. If you are unsure ask some-one for guidance.
……….oOo……….
CRYSTAL BROOK SHOW
11th August 2018

Crystal Brook Show was held on 11th August on a beautiful clear warm day, which attracted a
huge crowd.
Port Pirie Knitting Machine Club submitted 30 entries in the Machine Knitting section,
which all received a placing. There was no competition from other knitters.
The aim of participating in the Show is to display our knitting and promote our craft and hopefully
attract new members.
Phyl won a trophy for her smocked baby set, white with navy smocking on the yoke and
navy footless leggings.
She has demonstrated the smocking a few times this year.

The original pattern was in the Australian Machine Knitters Magazine, October 1984,
by Pat Hanrahan, and has been altered, improved and rewritten by Phyl and Joan, and will be
printed in a future AMKM.
Joyce Dunsire Jones’ instructions were used for the sleeve cuffs and Pauline Heathers’ pattern
for the footless leggings.
We also had a stall on the day, with lots of interest...... and record sales!!! YIPPEE.
Meetings are held every Friday from 10am to 3pm in our Clubroom behind the Library on the
Railway platform on Wandearah Road.
If you are in Port Pirie on a Friday you are very welcome to come and share your day with us.

Happy knitting from Phyl and Joan and all the Pirie knitters.
……...oOo………
Many members do many other crafts besides machine knitting, and put entries in other
sections of their local shows. Congratulations to all members who put their work on
display for others to enjoy, especially those who entered for the first time, and were
surprised by the results. Unfortunately there wasn’t enough room in this edition to display everyone’s work. Keep sending contributions to the newsletter.
I love receiving them. Gillian
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Thank you for all the contributions to this newsletter.
Below are just a few of the Gawler Show entries.
Congratulations to all knitters who entered in any of the
shows, especially to those who undertook the goal of
knitting ‘one item for the shows’ and achieved more than
that.

Girl Guides (Cat rugs)
Elizabeth Park Girl Guides
donated ten rugs to the Animal
Welfare League
Brianna (Junior)
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GAWLER SHOW by Margaret Atyeo
I would like to say a huge thank you to all the ladies who put garments and articles in the Gawler Show. I
also say a big thank you to Chris Pritchard for talking a lot of you into doing it and bringing everything to
the show hall to be judged. We ended up having 52 garments in all. That’s double the amount from last
year. We had a beautiful display.
Congratulations to all the ladies who won prizes. The knitting was beautiful!
Remember girls, the Gawler Show is always the last week-end in August. We would love to see more
beautiful knitting.
A big thank you to the ladies that come to help with writing tickets, displaying garments, etc., on the Friday, and then come back on the Sunday to help take it all down again. It is very much appreciated.
Also a big thank you to Wendy Smith to take time out of her busy day to come and judge for us. Thanks
Wendy.
Happy knitting,
Margaret Atyeo

ATTENTION ALL CLUBS!
Can you please have a look at your Club’s entry on the MKASA website—
http://adnet.com.au/knitterssa/
and let Jill Rashleigh (Secretary) know if any changes need to be made.

TREASURER’S REPORT for the A.G.M of
MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION of SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC.
8-9-2018
The balance of the working account as at 27-7-2018 was $3091.23. The books were presented to Pauline Murray, Accountant, for audit purposes, and she expressed the opinion that she was satisfied that
they were drawn up fairly. Balance of the term deposit was $12,344.53.
I would like to draw your attention to the cost of the public liability insurance. Last year we paid $1386.00
which was to cover the Association and 12 clubs who subscribe to it. The contribution from the 12 clubs
covered under the policy was $750.00 which was only about half of the amount required. The cover for
the package was $10,000,000 public liability and $10,000,000 product liability. This year it has been
brought to my attention that the Port Pirie council are now asking for a cover of $20,000,000. Other councils may well follow this requirement. I have approached the broker who told me that to increase this cover for next year we would probably be looking at an extra $4-$500 on top of what we paid in 2018. It
seems that the clubs will have to bear more of the extra cost. I therefore propose that the contribution
made by the clubs for their annual public liability insurance should be raised from $5 per head of their
members to $8.00.
The cost of membership for the Association remains at $25 per year with a one off joining fee of $5.00.
I would also like to move that payments be made in the form of honoraria to following members of the
committee- $100 each be paid to Wendy Smith, Jill Rashleigh and Rita Divine. $50 each be paid to
Shirley Hooper and Gillian Gittins.
Rita Divine
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PROFILE OF A MACHINE KNITTER

GLORIA STEPHENSON
Member Number 10

I saw my first knitting machines at Harris
Scarfe’s in 1980. Although I enjoyed hand
knitting from an early age, I was intrigued by
these machines and bought my first machine,
a Singer 321 with ribber. I had a few lessons
in the city and then found Barb’s Sew and
Knits at Glenelg.
Barb helped me a lot
in those early Singer
years and both my
daughters purchased
machines as well.

Norm and Nancy were
active participants in the
St Marys MK Club.

They bought and sold
machines, maintained
and fixed machines,
imported wool and
magazines for us to
purchase. They were
Passap agents at that
time and I eventually
Around that time I
became the proud owner of a Pink Passap
discovered that Norm
and then a Duo 80.
and Nancy Mercer
There was a lot of interest in machine knitting
were running clubs
from their home in St in the 1980s and 1990s and the Association
Marys and I joined the flourished. They were very happy years.
Singer group there.
As time went by, the interest in machine
The group expanded knitting started to wane and the St Marys Club
to include Brother and shrunk from around 120 members to its curPassap knitters and
rent 15.
eventually outgrew
We are now located in rooms at the Clovelly
the premises.
Park Community Centre. Unfortunately I can
Members started looking around for
no longer use a knitting machine due to dealternative premises and decided to formalise clining health but I still enjoy attending club
the clubs under one banner. They moved to and doing some hand knitting.
a large church building on South Road and
the St Marys Machine Knitting Club was born.
Machine knitting was becoming very popular
in the 1980s and machine knitters from
around the state joined a Steering Committee
to establish a South Australian Association.
I was a foundation member of that Steering
Committee which went on to become the
Machine Knitters Association of
South Australia.
I attended many camps and workshops both
here and interstate.
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PROFILE OF A MACHINE KNITTER
Bette Schulz—member number 83

I bought my first machine in Wollongong 62 years ago. It
was a single bed Matador, where you had to lay the yarn
over the needles then push the carriage. I had no instruction
and a few weeks later I visited my mother in Mildura. She
had the double bed Matador and was knitting bands for hand
knitters in Mildura. She had mastered her machine better
than me.
I’m not sure when I joined the MKASA, but it was many
years ago. I went on and bought the first Singer machine
that came out and progressed to Passap and Brother. I
bought my first Brother Machine when I put an advert in our
local paper asking if anyone with flat bed or Passap
machines would like to have tuition from beginners to
experienced.
I had rung Mary James in Melbourne for a manual and we got talking. I said how many people
had told me that they had machines in wardrobes and under beds. She asked if I would like her
to come to Mildura and do some tuition, which I willingly accepted.
Several beginner and experienced knitters attended each of the four
sessions, and even the experienced knitters were surprised at the
quality and number of items Mary had brought with her to show. It
certainly got me keen to knit such beautiful items and I think it
inspired everyone the same. When she left she said I could buy the
Brother machine she had been demonstrating on for which I was
very grateful.
Up until my husband became sick, machine knitting was my life.
I went to every seminar and many workshops from Western Australia to New South Wales, but then my machine knitting came only
when someone had a baby and shawls and blankets were needed,
or our local show was coming.
I still am only knitting for the same reasons, but am teaching my
sister-in-law to knit on a Brother electronic which I have given her together with a green Passap
and she is very keen. The Passap will not be set up until she is very confident with the Brother.
I have nine machines of various makes set up in my knitting
room, but I find I usually sit at a Passap when I knit now.
Over the years I had taught two of my daughters-in- law and
my daughter to knit, but their lives became busy and they
dropped out, which is a shame as we definitely need
younger knitters if our craft is to continue.

Photos—courtesy of Wendy Smith
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JUMPERS AND JAZZ FESTIVAL
by Shirley Jones
Shirley and Chris Jones went to the Jumpers and Jazz Festival in Warwick, Qld in July, 2018.
Each year the Yarntopians, who number 120 odd, dress up the town Hall and Art gallery.
As you will see in the first photo the theme is "Home Sweet Home." The ladies also designed the
house and with the help of a Dad and a husband put the house together in such a way so that it
could be disassembled for storage.
Anyone can contribute so I have put my name down to help with next year's project. The group
will get together again in September to discuss next year's theme, which is a secret.
Warwick has its own spinning group and they were providing lessons in card weaving, knitting,
crochet and natural dyeing.
There is a competition to dress the street trees
and this is my favourite - afternoon tea.
Both photos were taken by brother in law,
John Nelson.

Some of the achievements from Melrose Camp
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MELROSE CAMP … by Wendy Smith

Photos by Gillian

We arrived on the Friday afternoon to terrible winds, dust and flies. By mid morning Saturday the wind had
abated, but the flies were still with us. On Sunday the weather was perfect.
14 ladies attended full time with 1 new knitter on the Saturday only.
All members achieved a great deal of knitting with the outstanding ones being Joan Walters 13 tea towels;
Tonka 27 beanies; and Sigrid 3 children’s cardigans. There was only 1 demonstration, the Shadow Lace
Transfer Tool (Jaws), and all who had one were going home to try it. Most people did not know that
patterns could be done with it.

Friday Night was the usual meet and greet, with “Show and Tell”, Saturday evening we were all given a face
washer and cake of soap, and Joy showed us how to make a small handbag with them.
On Sunday evening we had the raffle draw, some quizzes and we all showed what we had knitted over the
week-end.
There were 26 items in the competition and most were donated to charity. I was the lucky winner of this.
New bunks have been installed in all rooms and now have innerspring mattresses, so a good night’s sleep
was insured.
The meals were very nice, but I did miss Sally and Mary who had catered for us for about 20 years.
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REMINDER!
Membership fees, Club fees and insurance fees are now due.
This newsletter is the first for the new financial year. Membership automatically expires six
months after the AGM, so February’s issue of the newsletter would be the last one if you
haven’t renewed your membership.
The re-joining fee has been abolished, but only new knitters, joining for the first time in the
second half of the year—April to August— get the reduced membership fee.
They do not receive the November and February back-copies of the newsletter.
Re-joining members are not classed as new members, and should receive all of the years’
issues of the newsletters.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2018—2019
Members receive four newsletters per year, and also receive discount on camps and workshops.
Membership is due immediately after the AGM and automatically expires six months after that date.
New members joining after the end of March pay $13, plus the joining fee of $5

Payment can be made via Electronic Funds Transfer, Direct Cash Deposit, cheque or money order, but this form
must be forwarded, by post or email, to The Treasurer, PO Box 228 Modbury North, SA 5092
If paying by EFT or DCD please record the receipt number on this page, as the bank statement only records that a
cash deposit has been made. It does not state where that cash deposit came from.
(cut here)…………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2018—2019
NEW MEMBERSHIP
Payment by :Electronic Funds Transfer
Payable to:





RENEWAL

Direct Cash Deposit





Cheque



Money Order



THE MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION OF SA INC.
BSB 105-135 Account number 065312940
EFT or DCD Receipt number…………………………...

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………...
ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

POST CODE …………………….PHONE ………………………………………...
E-mail address …………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….....
SIGNATURE ………………………………………………........DATE ………………..
ANNUAL AMOUNT $25

JOINING FEE $5

PREFERRED METHOD OF RECEIVING NEWSLETTER:

TOTAL $.......................
POST



EMAIL



Club affiliation:………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP AND INSURANCE FORM
IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT CLUBS SEND THIS FORM IN ON TIME
DUE BY END OF NOVEMBER
CLUB NAME………………………………………………………
DELEGATE TO WHOM YOU WISH THE CERTIFICATE TO BE FORWARDED:
NAME & ADDRESS

………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
PLEASE ATTACH TO THIS FORM A LIST OF MEMBERS ON YOUR BOOKS AS AT
1st NOVEMBER 2018
Insurance Fee: $8 per member*
Membership Fee for Clubs is $25
Total = Insurance Fee + Club Fee
For MKASA to cover the balance of the insurance costs, clubs must be financial members.
Payment can be made via Electronic Funds Transfer, Direct Cash Deposit, cheque or
money order, but this form must be forwarded to
TheTreasurer PO box 228 Modbury North, SA 5092
If paying by DSC please record the receipt number on this page, as the bank statement only records
that a cash deposit has been made. It does not state where that cash deposit came from.
PAYMENT—MUST BE DONE IN ONE PAYMENT NOT DRAWN OUT DURING THE YEAR.
Payment by : (Tick box)



Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

Payable to:

Direct Cash Deposit (DCD) Cheque Money Order

THE MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION OF SA INC.
BSB 105-135 Account number 065312940
EFT or DCD Receipt number……………………………
List of members as at 1st November 2018:

______________________ ______________________ _____________________
______________________ ______________________ _____________________
______________________ ______________________ _____________________
______________________ ______________________ _____________________
______________________ ______________________ _____________________
______________________ ______________________ _____________________
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ADVERTISING
SPACE
SUE WHYTE
6 BELINYA COURT
MODBURY NORTH
SA 5092

$25 per year for
quarter page,

and
3,4 ply DK SHAMAL.
2,3,4 ply SUPERWASH PURE WOOL
4 ply PURE WOOL
4 ply RUTLAND TWEED PURE WOOL
3 ply NATURELL
3 ply VELVETEEN
70% ACRYLIC 30% COTTON
For special prices
Phone Sue (08) 8263 7003
Country ladies use “OFF PEAK”

$50 per year for
half page.
Four issues—from
November to August.

Reynolds Bros. Sales & Service Pty. Ltd.
Sole Knitting Machine Distributor for Australia and New Zealand
New Knitting Machines are still

KNITTING MACHINE YARNS

manufactured and are available

Moving premises!

here in Australia

Watch next newsletter for more information.

SINGER LK-150 Mid-Gauge Knitter
No Ribber Available
SINGER SK-280 Punch Card Knitter
RB-KH-868 Standard Punch Card Knitter
RB-KH-160/ 164 Mid-Gauge Knitter
RB-KH-260 Bulky Punch Card Knitter

2/28 Cashmillon 1Kg cone

Ribbing attachments are available for
SK-280/RBKH-868/RBKH-160/RBKH-260
New genuine spare parts available

Books & Magazines Half Price

Brother Pre-punch cards Set (Vol 7 Fair Isle)
$5.00
Brother Pre-punch cards Set (Vol 8 Fair Isle)
$5.00

$ 17.50

2/25 Cashmillon woolblend 1Kg cone $ 23.50
Tamm Estilo per cone

$ 20.00

Bramwell 4ply 500g

$ 20.00

Brother Lace Card set No 6 (10 cards)

$ 6.00

53 Carlton Parade CARLTON NSW 2218
P.O.Box 4005 CARLTON NSW 22189
Mobile: 0418 110.508 or 02 9587.5020

www.reynoldsbros.com.au
john@reynolodsbros.com.au

