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Dear Knitters,
I do hope those who attended Diane’s Workshop in July gained some knowledge from it.
Diane is a most talented demonstrator who manages to also make her sessions fun.
16 members attended the Adelaide workshop held at the Payneham club rooms.
21 attended Port Pirie, coming from Port Augusta, Whyalla, Cowell, and Port Germain.
We must make sure if we have Diane again next year ,that we do not clash with Joy Taylor’s
camp.
The AGM will be held on 9th September in the Payneham club rooms from 10.00am to
approximately 2.00 pm. Have you considered going on the committee? Our constitution requires that we have 9 on the committee: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer,
plus at least 5 other committee members. We can’t operate with less than this number.
Some of the committee have served over 25 years and now feel they are no longer able to do
the job justice, because of age and ill health It is time for some other members to step up and
fill some of these positions. If this does not happen, the Association will have to go into
“care-taker” mode, and will only exist to pay the insurance for clubs until the money runs
out. If this happens there will no longer be clubs meeting in halls as all clubs are required to
show a Certificate of Currency before they can enter their meeting place at the beginning of
each year. We hold a meeting every 2nd month on Saturday mornings. This is only about 2
hours of your time 6 times a year.
Melrose camp will be held on 20th—23rd October. This is a fun week-end with members bringing their machines, and apart from the first session, they have the rest of the time to knit what
they like. The first session will be a demonstration on the Garter Carriage. Sue’s yarn will be
available, and also plenty of books and magazines will be on the trading table. If you have
something of your own for sale, 10% of the sale is to go to the Association. The theme for this
year is a toy that can be donated to charity for needy children at Christmas. The camp caretakers are now insisting we give final numbers, 3 weeks before camp. This means the
committee has to have this information by September 26th, so we can pass it on by 29th September.
You will find entry form and more information further on, in the Newsletter.
Happy knitting, Wendy
DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER ITEMS
15th OCTOBER 2017
Please send items for the Newsletter to
Newsletter Editor GILLIAN GITTINS
gilliangittins@adam.com.au
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DIANE CHAMBERS WORKSHOP.

Adelaide Saturday 22nd July.
We began by sitting
and watching, but soon
spent most of our time
watching Diane’s
hands at work.
She presented us with
lots of different ideas, and
so many useful tips. This
one on the left shows how
to apply the claw weight
when doing holding rows. A ‘light-bulb’ moment.
On the right is another great idea to protect your work from the ‘rubbing’
that happens when the work is divided and held when
knitting a
neckline. Use up parts of a card you may have. Punch a row of holes
at the top and another 6 or 7 rows down. Place the top row over the
sinker posts, and attach claw weights to the middle row, to keep the
card in position.
Another technique was tuck stitch over two needles. (on right) It is
supposedly impossible, but
not when Diane does it!
We were shown some
edgings that were different;
a simple E-wrap edge for
cardigan fronts, how to create ‘v’ necklines without
shaping, and were given
some patterns—a coathanger pattern and another pattern for
fingerless gloves.
One of the useful tips supplied by Diane,
who has never needed to use it, created
some interesting, and valuable input.
“To un-shrink woollen garments,
dissolve approximately 85g Epsom Salts
in boiling water and allow to cool.
Soak the garment in the solution for 30
minutes, remove and gently squeeze out
the water, spread out flat to almost dry
and then press under a dry cloth.”

The day finished with a session with
the garter carriage. We were given
valuable tips for cleaning this delicate
instrument, as well as some sound
ideas for using it.
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DIANE CHAMBERS WORKSHOP AT PORT PIRIE

Diane and I set out to Port Pirie on Sunday, via a little community called Black Rock
(population 7) about half way between Jamestown and Orroroo. Diane has a cousin there that
we stayed with. On Monday we headed off to Port Pirie arriving mid afternoon, where we then
went to the club rooms to set up the machine ready for Tuesday’s workshop. 21 ladies attended
this, some travelling long distances to attend. All who attended were most enthusiastic as to
what they had seen, and couldn’t wait to get home and try out what they had been shown.
Before leaving for home on Wednesday morning, we paid a visit to the Library where there was a
display from the Alice Springs Beanie Festival. After a quick coffee with one of the members, we
headed back to Adelaide.
Thursday afternoon saw Diane safely on the plane on her way back to Sydney, taking with her a
very nasty cold. We were very lucky she got through both workshops before this occurred.
Thanks Diane, for two most informative work- shops.
Wendy
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PROFILE OF A MACHINE KNITTER

COLIN RAWLINS
Colin Rawlins is a long-time member of MKASA. He and his wife belong to the Bridge Machine Knitters
Club, featured in the last newsletter.
Colin demonstrated his sock machine at one of our camps some years ago, and those of us who attended,
found it very interesting. The following is what Colin told me. He apologised for not having any photos.

My Show records show that I was knitting in 2004, but I can’t remember how long I was knitting before
that. My sister, Margaret Murray, got me into it. No one else in the family has done machine knitting, but
my mother hand-knitted, and so does Merle.
I have been a member of the Bridge Knitters for about 15 years. Our club is a small group and we mainly
knit for charity, but if anyone wants help with knitting or repairs to their machines, we are able to help.
Unfortunately we seem to teach them enough to get them going, or to repair their machine to get it going,
and they do not return.
I am still knitting, but not as much as I used to. Merle does a bit of hand-knitting. I have entered my work
in Shows at Murray Bridge, Coonalpyn, Strathalbyn, Callington and Gawler, with a reasonable amount of
success. I have won the Southern District Show’s Knitting Competition eight times.
My sock machine.
A lady brought it out from England in the early forties, and used it for a long time knitting socks for war
people, continuing on until age defeated her. She then gave it to her son who put it in his shed near the
sea, where it stayed for a long time. He then decided to give it to MKASA. My sister, Margaret, was at
the meeting when it was given. As it was in poor condition, no one wanted it, so Margaret asked if she
could have it. The answer was ‘yes,’ so she brought it up to me.
The machine was rusted right through in parts, so I pulled it to bits, cleaned out the rust and cleaned the
needles. I then tried it out and got on ok, but found that there was a lack of extra needles. My son researched the internet and found like needles in Canada. We spent $140 and got two spare sets of main
needles and one set of ribber needles. The main needles were not exactly the same, but have the same
dimensions, so they work ok. I am keeping the originals to be authentic, and am using the procured needles.
It works just by turning the handle. The drum needles rise and catch the wool as it goes past, and the ribber needles com out of the top to catch the wool. At this stage you are doing the rib on the top of the
sock. When the rib has been done, the ribber needles are transferred to the drum in the spare spaces,
and the ribber is taken off. It is easier to demonstrate, so I would be able to bring it down to your meeting
place if you would like.
It can knit anything that has flexibility in it, up to four ply. It is a standard 84 needle sock, but the length of
the top and foot of the sock can be adjusted. I have heard of other sock machines that have different sizes, but I have not seen them.
Besides my sock machine, I use the following Brother/Empisal machines:
A Brother KH910, with a KR910 ribber, and a KG88 G-carriage; a KH 820 card machine with a KR600
ribber; a KH 610 push-button machine which the KR600 ribber fits; a KH 620 and a KH 260 Bulky.
I also use a Lemair Hi Memory with a ribber, that is a push-button and card machine, and a Haigh Linker.

If you would like Colin to visit your club, to demonstrate his sock machine, his contact details are in his ad
on the last page.

5

MELROSE CAMP
20th—23rd OCTOBER 2017
Friday afternoon—Monday morning

COSTS:
FULL WEEKEND:

ONE DAY ONLY:

MEMBERS $240

MEMBERS $110

HUSBANDS $210.00

NON-MEMBERS $120

NON-MEMBERS $260.00
FULL AMOUNT TO BE PAID WHEN BOOKING
Full amount to be paid by the cut off date of

Tuesday 26th September 2017
Applications not received or paid for by this date cannot be guaranteed a place.
Please include a business size stamped and self-addressed envelope for directions on
how to get there and for the receipt which will be sent approx. two weeks before camp.
(Alternatively, supply a current email address.)
If you need a special diet please notify on the registration form.
If diabetic please state whether diet or portion, so that diets can be arranged before camp otherwise they may not be available.
If you wish to share with a particular person/s please state with whom on this form or you will be
required to use the accommodation allotted.

TEA IS SUPPLIED ON FRIDAY NIGHT AT 6.00 P.M.
Competition for this camp will be “Toys for a Christmas charity .”
Please bring items for static display and / or Fashion Parade.
Lucky number prizes will be items donated by clubs or members.
TRADING TABLE—if you wish articles to be sold on your behalf
10% of sale must be made to the Association.
NO SMOKING IN ANY OF THE BUILDINGS.
This will be a hands on camp, but there will be one demonstration by Wendy—(Garter Carriage )
Please bring your machine, table, yarn and swatch etc.
Also bring your ribber if required.
There will not be other sessions, but if you wish to come without your machine and still participate
in the knitting demonstration and instructions you will be most welcome.
You are welcome to bring along other crafts and activities as well.
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REGISTRATION FORM FOR MELROSE CAMP
20th—23rd OCTOBER 2016
Friday afternoon —Monday morning
Please complete the following details and return them with your
cheque/money order made payable to :
The Machine Knitters Assoc. of S.A. Inc.
Rita Divine PO Box 228 Modbury North SA 5092
Or
pay by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
BankSA BSB 105-135 Account: 065312940,

and post the receipt and forms to Rita.
(or send the application and other details in an email to rpdiv@adam.com.au)
Please include a business size, stamped and self-addressed envelope for directions on
how to get there and for the receipt which will be sent approximately two weeks before
camp.
If you have included a current email address, these details will be sent via email.
NAME………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Membership Number ………
ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………………………......
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…..
POST CODE……………………..
Phone……………………………………………………….
E-mail address………………………………………………………………….…………………………
Amount paid…………………………………………………………………………….……………………
Special needs, dietary requirements and accommodation preferences:
…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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REMINDER

AGM
Saturday 9th September at 10:00—2:00
Room 2, Payneham Community Centre,
Payneham Road,
Payneham
Shared lunch. Morning tea provided. Bring own cup.
Help decide the future of the Association
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2017—2018
Members receive four newsletters per year, and also receive discount on camps and workshops.
Membership is due immediately after the AGM and automatically expires six months after that date.
New members joining after the end of March pay $13, plus the joining fee of $5
Payment can be made via Electronic Funds Transfer, Direct Cash Deposit, cheque or money order, but this form
must be forwarded, by post or email, to the Treasurer, Rita Divine PO Box 228 Modbury North, SA 5092
If paying by EFT or DCD please record the receipt number on this page, as the bank statement only records that a
cash deposit has been made. It does not state where that cash deposit came from.
(cut here)…………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2017—2018
NEW MEMBERSHIP
Payment by :Electronic Funds Transfer
Payable to:





RENEWAL

Direct Cash Deposit





Cheque



Money Order



THE MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION OF SA INC.
BSB 105-135 Account number 065312940
EFT or DCD Receipt number…………………………...

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………...
ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

POST CODE …………………….PHONE ………………………………………...
E-mail address …………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….....
SIGNATURE ………………………………………………........DATE ………………..
ANNUAL AMOUNT $25

JOINING FEE $5

PREFERRED METHOD OF RECEIVING NEWSLETTER:

TOTAL $.......................
POST



EMAIL



Club affiliation:………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Machines owned/used:……………………………………………………………………………………….
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP AND INSURANCE FORM
IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT CLUBS SEND THIS FORM IN ON TIME—
DUE BY END OF NOVEMBER
CLUB NAME………………………………………………………
DELEGATE TO WHOM YOU WISH THE CERTIFICATE TO BE FORWARDED:
NAME & ADDRESS

………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
PLEASE ATTACH TO THIS FORM A LIST OF MEMBERS ON YOUR BOOKS AS AT
1st NOVEMBER, 2017

Insurance Fee: $5 per member (minimum fee is $20)
Membership Fee for Clubs is $25
Total = Insurance Fee + Club Fee
For MKASA to cover the balance of the insurance costs,
clubs must be financial members.
Payment can be made via Electronic Funds Transfer, Direct Cash Deposit, cheque or
money order, but this form must be forwarded to the
Treasurer, Rita Divine PO box 228 Modbury North, SA 5092
If paying by DSC please record the receipt number on this page, as the bank statement only records that a cash deposit has been made. It does not state where that cash deposit came from.
PAYMENT—MUST BE DONE IN ONE PAYMENT NOT DRAWN OUT DURING THE YEAR.
Payment by : (Tick box)



Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

Payable to:

Direct Cash Deposit (DCD) Cheque Money Order

THE MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION OF SA INC.
BSB 105-135 Account number 065312940
EFT or DCD Receipt number……………………………
List of members as at 1st November 2017:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
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EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS
I didn’t realise that, when changing the format of the newsletter so that page numbering could be incorporated, I had
put two text boxes too close together, and that Rita’s email address had been left out.
I only discovered this error when I needed to apply for the Diane Chambers Workshop. I hope people did what I did—
I looked up an old newsletter to find the email address.
The publication date of this newsletter was delayed so that reports about the Diane Chambers’ Workshops could be
included.
Inspirations come to me in the early hours of the morning, and because I had not received any pattern ideas for this
issue, my thoughts turned to adapting patterns to make safe toys for children’s charities.
To fit the theme of the Melrose Camp, I have adapted a trauma teddy pattern. I prefer knitting these toys on the double bed, but have written a version that can be done on the main bed only. The double-bed version was published in
a newsletter a while ago. If you don’t have a copy, and would like one of the double-bed teddy, please email me.
Trauma teddies (for Red Cross) must have no add-ons that can be chewed off by little teeth, and the stuffing must be
new polyester filling that is washable, but not scraps of old yarn. Old yarn can cause choking hazards if chewed out.
Buttons and trims can be chewed off also. A traumatised older child may chew as well.
I wondered how the trauma teddy pattern could be adapted to make a Christmas clown, or a Santa’s helper, or an elf,
and then thought that it is the face on the teddy bear that makes it hug-able. Clowns and elves are self-sufficient and
don’t always need hugging. They’re fun, but a teddy, depending on its facial expression…..well….
For a clown, a cone or triangular shape could be knitted on to the top of the head, in a hat colour, but the back of the
head, plus the triangle would need to be knitted in the hat colour. Hats, beanies, and other clothes would need to be
either knitted in or firmly attached so that they could not be removed.
Other Christmas ideas that came to me in the creative early hours of the morning, were: kitchen towels with a snowflake fair-isle border; Santa sacks with fair-isle patterns; brightly coloured short-rowed balls, stuffed tightly with toy
filling—not wool scraps; Christmas stockings—either flat, with a stocking shape; or even a very, very large, real sock
in Christmas colours; or a spiral sock using the garter carriage, that stretches as it is loaded with presents.
My Girl Guides knitted soft ‘indoor’ balls a couple of years ago, in various sizes, and even though they stuffed them as
tightly as small girls could, they are still soft, and do not hurt if one of the girls is struck by a flying ball. Curiously, after
all the work they did making them, I didn’t write out the pattern!
I knitted the bear, but I must admit that I used the circular pattern. I dislike lots of sewing-up, and the double-bed bear
has only the seaming at the ends of the arms, and down the sides of the head, but it does have grafting. I didn’t like
the pointy hat, so knitted a beanie to be sewn on. When I had stuffed the bear, and put his hat on, he reminded me of
Ruth Park’s Muddle Headed Wombat stories. A Wombat Elf? Perhaps. On page 11 are some pictures of my
Wombat-bear-elf.
Please send in photos of various show entries and results, Melrose camp photos, patterns, poems, news from your
clubs, and news about you.
I’m looking forward to hearing from you, ready for the November issue.
Please come to the AGM.
Gillian
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MACHINE KNITTED TRAUMA TEDDY (or clown or elf)
USING SINGLE BED ONLY by Gillian Gittins
8ply yarn, T10. Standard gauge machine.
Both sides the same.
Colours—“fur” colour and any other colours desired.
First leg: Cast on 15 stitches in “fur” colour. Knit 25 rows. Change to “shorts” colour and knit
a further 10 rows. Run off onto waste yarn and remove from machine. Repeat for second leg,
but place the stitches left or right of 0 so that the legs can be joined for body.
Body: Replace the first leg next to the second leg. (30 sts) Knit 15 rows in “pants” colour
and 15 rows in “shirt” colours.
Arms: E-wrap 15 sts each side of body for the arms. Pull the needles forward for three or four
rows to make sure the knitting is secure.
Knit 20 rows.
Cast off the arm sts at the beginning of the next two rows. (To keep the arms the same width,
cast off first, the arm that was cast on first.)
Head:
Change to “fur” colour and knit 70 rows. Cast off.
Repeat for other side.
Embroider the face and any other desired embellishments, making sure that nothing is loose or
can be pulled off. Join the front to the back, leaving a gap in the side of the body for stuffing.
Sew the ears before stuffing. Also before stuffing, sew a ‘gathering’ thread around the neckline,
going under and over one complete stitch at a time. Go round twice, sewing under the over
stitches and over the under stitches, making sure that none of the stitches is split, or the gathering won’t work.
After the bear is complete, pull the gathering thread inwards, to create a neckline, and to shape
the head. Tie the gathering thread tightly, and hide it in the body of the teddy.
VARIATIONS ON A THEME
CLOWN OR ELF:
Both sides the same, except for back of head, which is in hat colour. ( Or knit a beanie and sew it on)
Legs: 5 rows black or shoes colour, 20 rows red and white stripes (2 rows of each colour, repeated—or whatever takes your fancy) You could do three colours—one row of each,
repeated, or do a simple fair-isle
Body and arms: Continue with legs colours and pattern, up to the head.
Head and hat: “face colour” 70 rows. For hat, change to whatever was done for the body, or
do something different altogether, as a contrast in design.
Decrease 1st each end every 2nd row until 4 sts remain. (Decrease 1st in from the end for ease in
sewing up.) Cast off.
Embroider eyes, nose and mouth suitable for elf or clown. For larger shapes, Swiss darning
might be better.
Finish as for bear.
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Different ways of wearing a hat!

KNITTED BALL
8 ply Tension 10
Cast on 30, or 40 or 50 or more stitches, depending on the size of the ball that you want. Finish the holding rows with about six
or eight stitches in the middle. The bigger the ball, the more short rows will be done in each wedge, and the more stitches will be
pulled out on the opposite side to the carriage.
Cast on with waste yarn and ravel cord for neat grafting. (My Guides just e-wrapped, albeit a little too tightly, making the first row
rather tough)
[First wedge—Knit 2 rows. Set machine to hold. *Pull out 1 stitch at carriage end. K 1 row.* (twice)
Pull out 1 stitch at both ends knit 1 row. (four times) Pull out 1 stitch at carriage end, and two at other end. Knit 1 row.
(four times)] [Pull out 1 stitch at carriage end, and three at other end. Knit 1 row (four times)] (38 sts on hold)
Cancel hold. K 1 row. Repeat hold. Knit 8 wedges. Remove on waste. Graft from both ends of the seam, leaving a space to
stuff the ball. Finish the grafting.

AGM NOMINATION FORM
I WISH TO NOMINATE:………………………………………………………………………..FOR THE POSITION OF:

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER COMMITTEE MEMBER
Please tick the office for which you are nominating the person.
SIGNED BY

………………………………………………………..

SECONDED BY ………………………………………………………..
Nominee's signature

…………………………………………………..

Return this nomination form to the Secretary,
Rita Divine, PO Box 228, Modbury North, S.A. 5092.
If you wish to nominate yourself for a position on the committee, please send the form with your signature, and a
proposer and seconder will be arranged.
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Phone 8294 7441

SUE WHYTE
6 BELINYA COURT
MODBURY NORTH
SA 5092

2 BYRON STREET, GLENELG
(Off Jetty Road)

Knitting Yarns
Knitting Machine Specialist and Tuition
3,4 ply DK SHAMAL.
2,3,4 ply SUPERWASH PURE WOOL
4 ply PURE WOOL
4 ply RUTLAND TWEED PURE WOOL
3 ply NATURELL
3 ply VELVETEEN
70% ACRYLIC 30% COTTON

Sewing & Knitting Centre
Sales & Repairs to all makes of machines
Email:
barb@barbssewandknits.com.au

For special prices
Phone Sue (08) 8263 7003
Country ladies use “OFF PEAK”

FOR SALE
2 x KL11 Knitleaders
KRC830 colour changer
2 x KRC900 colour changers
Berlinsky linker
Haigh Linker
Singer 321
Singer 322
2 x SRP ribbers
Singer 560K
2 x Singer 260/360
Singer 500
Singer SRP60N

Empisal KH680
2 x Empisal KH90 and ribber
2 x Empisal KH91
Lemair Hi-Memory and ribber
Prices by negotiation
Colin Rawlins
Ph 08 8532 1538
Or 0437 648 081

FOR SALE
Pink Passap Duomatic 50 o.n.o. Erika Hill Phone 08 8364 5281.

