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Dear Knitters,
I Hope you are all coping with the hot weather. It seems to affect us all
more, as we get older.
I do hope you all had a good break over Christmas and the New Year, and
are now thinking about getting back to knitting again. Most clubs will have
resumed again by now, so let us know what your club has planned for this
year.
How do Clubs keep their Members interested? I hear more and more,
members saying they have lost interest in their knitting and clubs are no
more than a social get together. What can your club do to get members
enthused and knitting again?
The Association has again planned two camps for this year. Victor Harbor
will be the venue for the first camp on, 31st March—3rd April. This will
follow the usual format of six demonstrations.
The demonstrators will be:
Joy Taylor—Partial Knit; Gillian Gittins—Cut and Sew; Jill Rashleigh—
Fun with Hats; Wendy Smith—Pockets; Sigrid Burford— Buttons &
Braids; Eleanor Goldfinch—Fun on the Passap.
The competition will be an item with an Easter theme. There will be the
usual Trading Table and Raffle. Please bring something for the Raffle, and
remember if you have something for sale on the Trading Table, a donation
of 15% of the sale is to go to the Association.
The evening entertainment will follow the usual format of quizzes and
games.
Melrose camp will be 20th—23rd October and will have one
demonstration on Garter Carriage. The rest of the week-end will be “Do
your own thing”.
Keep these dates free and think about coming along. You will be surprised
at how much you can achieve over the week-end, and how much you will
learn from your fellow knitters.
Continued overleaf………………..

DEADLINE FOR MAY NEWSLETTER ITEMS
15th APRIL 2017
Please send items for the Newsletter to
Newsletter Editor GILLIAN GITTINS
gilliangittins@adam.com.au

President’s Report continued………………….

By popular demand, Diane Chambers has been asked again this year.
The first workshop will be in Adelaide, 22nd July, the second in Pt Pirie 25th July.
In all the times I have attended Diane’s workshops, whether it be hands on or a demonstration, I
have never seen her repeat a demonstration.
Don’t sit back and think “I saw her last year.” I know she will have something new again this year.
Some feed- back from last year was to avoid school holidays. This is not always possible as
Diane is a very busy lady and we have to book her at least 12 months in advance.
Mavis Jones contacted me earlier this week, and unfortunately the Port Augusta club has had to
close. The club has various items for sale. Anyone interested can contact Mavis either by phone
or email, on
08 8642 3561, email: mavisjones5@bigpond.com

Wendy Smith.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2016—2017
Members receive four newsletters per year, and also receive discount on camps and workshops.
Membership is due from the date of the AGM and automatically expires six months after that.
Final reminders are sent out in the February newsletter.

Payment can be made via Electronic Funds Transfer, Direct Cash Deposit, cheque or money order, but this form
must be forwarded, by post or email, to the Treasurer, Rita Divine PO Box 228 Modbury North, SA 5092
If paying by EFT or DCD please record the receipt number on this page, as the bank statement only records that a
cash deposit has been made. It does not state where that cash deposit came from.

(cut here)…………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP or RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
September 2016—2017
NEW MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 
Payment by :
Electronic Funds Transfer  Direct Cash Deposit  Cheque  Money Order 
Payable to:

THE MACHINE KNITTERS ASSOCIATION OF SA INC.
BSB 105-135 Account number 065312940
EFT or DCD Receipt number…………………………...

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………...
ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

POST CODE …………………….PHONE ………………………………………...
E-mail address …………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….....
SIGNATURE ………………………………………………........DATE ………………..
YEARLY AMOUNT $25

JOINING FEE $5 (new members)

PREFERRED METHOD OF RECEIVING NEWSLETTER:

POST

TOTAL $.......................



EMAIL



Club affiliation:

………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Machines owned/used:……………………………………………………………………………………….

PROFILE OF A MACHINE KNITTER
Sigrid Burford
Before Christmas 1962 my husband and I arrived in Melbourne
from
Germany.
Christmas in summer was a bit strange, but one gets used to it.
For a while we lived in Ceduna. By then we had two boys.
In one of the few shop windows I spotted a knitting machine.
Many a time I walked past until I asked my husband about
buying it. That was in 1967.

I loved hand knitting and expected the machine to do the job much faster. Eight free lessons were
included in the price, but in Adelaide........that never happened, so I sat many a night after the children
were in bed, and husband was off to a meeting, trying to figure out what the book said. It was a rather
slow process, but it fascinated me and I fell in love with machine knitting.
Later we lived in Tailem Bend. I had knitted what we needed when I found out about the Lutheran OP
shop in Adelaide. Often they got knitted charity garments with holes here and there, and were not
saleable. At that time the railway transported charity items for free. That is how I got my knitting yarn.
Every so often a parcel would arrive. After unravelling I started anew. The items turned out well and
were appreciated in Adelaide. When a local lady heard about my hobby, she asked me to knit her a
jumper. That was so much harder as it had to fit that person. At least twice it got reknitted, whereas the
charity jumpers would eventually fit somebody.
Then came a shift to Adelaide. All three children went to school and I had some free time. The
Messenger advertised a knitting group with lessons somewhere in Rostrevor. It was interesting.
For a long time I had the samples, but lost the instructions. One lesson was to sew up from the outside!
I thought: “how stupid, that can't work.” Reluctantly I walked over to have a look. Guess what? I am
now always doing it this way!! Even my daughter brings me her knitting to sew up.
When I started a part time job, life got busier, but I still had the machine up in the lounge. Once I was
concentrating to get a V-neck corresponding when one of my boys constantly pestered me with
questions until in anger I got up and used the wooden spoon. When we all calmed down I found out
about his persistence: From his Christmas money he had bought a voice recorder and was trying it out.
I certainly was on it!
After another shift around the corner, the machine stayed packed up, the renovation was first priority.
In 2003, I went to the Royal Adelaide Show and stopped for a long time at the Machine Knitters stand.
I found out that very close by, a group in Payneham was meeting every month. I joined. I can walk
there, and am the only member who actually lives in that council area. Over time I became treasurer
and learned more and more from the demonstrations.
Since 2012 I have entered items in the Royal Adelaide Show and by now I have 18 ribbons. They are
for hand-knitting and machine-knitting .
The machine is well and truly in action again. I joined the Association and before one meeting, in a very
friendly manner I got asked to join the committee.
Hesitantly I agreed to do it for ONE year. (Somehow it seems to have stretched into a very long year).
Now I have even been asked to demonstrate for the second time. I am thankful if I can manage that
step by step.
After the first push button Empisal, other machines have joined the family. Somehow I always come
back to my "first love" the Empisal KH 90. It is all good fun and keeps me off the street.

VICTOR HARBOR CAMP
The next Camp will be at
Adare House 18-38 Wattle Drive, McCracken,
(Victor Harbor)
Friday 31st March—Monday 3rd April 2017
Cut off date for registration is 13th March 2017
There will be three demonstrations on Saturday and Sunday, leaving the latter part of the
afternoons for participants to do as they please.
This would give everyone time to look at the sales tables, talk to the demonstrators if they have
any problems, have a little nap before the evening meal, or even walk along the coast and
venture into the town. Otherwise the weekend would follow the usual format.
Fees:
Full attendance at Camp:
Day visitors:

Members $230, husbands $210, non-members $250.
Members $110, non-members $120.

Demonstrators for this camp will be:
Joy Taylor—Partial Knit
Jill Rashleigh—Fun With Hats.
Eleanor Goldfinch—Fun On The Passap
Gillian Gittins—Cut and Sew
Wendy Smith—Pockets
Sigrid Burford—Buttons and Braids

The theme of the knitting competition for the camp this time will be an item with an Easter theme.
Please note that when you make your booking, a business sized, stamped, self-addressed
envelope is necessary for the return of information.
Otherwise supply a current email address for the information to be sent via email.
Please bring:
Items for the static display and show and tell.
Raffle prize.
Competition entry.
Pillow case, sheets, sleeping bag or doona.
Donations for the trading table would be appreciated.

The campsite is open for Demonstrators and Committee members at 3:00pm. All other
participants should arrive from 4:00pm onwards.
If you are paying for the camp by direct deposit through the bank or on-line, please send an email
to Rita to confirm who has paid into the bank account.
Application forms can also be scanned and forwarded by email.

A catered meal for Friday night is being supplied.

(In other years campers have had to bring their own tea, or go out and buy it.)

REGISTRATION FORM FOR
VICTOR HARBOR CAMP
ADARE HOUSE, 18—38 WATTLE DRIVE, McCRACKEN
Friday 1st April—Monday 4th April 2016
Please complete the following details and return with your cheque/money order made payable to :
The Machine Knitters Association of S.A. Inc.
Or you may pay by EFT or Direct Bank Deposit to
BANKSA BSB 105-135 065312940
and then send the forms and the receipt number to the Treasurer immediately.
Treasurer-Rita Divine, PO Box 228, Modbury North, SA 5092
Final date for registration is Monday 13th March 2017

If applying by post, remember that mail is now taking quite a lot longer, so forms will need to be
in the post a week or more before the closing date.
Please include your email address or send a business size envelope, self-addressed and stamped, for
directions on how to get there and for the receipt that will be sent approximately two weeks before the
camp.
Payment by:

Cheque 

Money Order 

EFT 

Direct Cash Deposit 

EFT or DCD receipt number …………………………
NAME…………………………………………………………………………………
Membership Number…………

ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………………………
POST CODE……….
PHONE NUMBER………………………………….
EMAIL ADDRESS…………………………………………………………..
SPECIAL DIET, SPECIAL NEEDS, ETC.,
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
If you need special diet please indicate on the registration form.
If diabetic please state whether diet or portion,
so that diets can be arranged before camp otherwise they may not be available.
If you have food allergies/dietary medical conditions, and your dietary needs are not listed, then
the caterers cannot accommodate.
If you wish to share accommodation with a particular person/s please indicate on this form .

KNITTING ANDCRAFT RETREAT – ALDINGA, SA
16—23 JULY 2017
Have you ever dreamed of spending a whole week doing your favourite craft, or just
relaxing and socialising with like-minded people? Then this is the holiday for you.
All crafts welcome;
· Accommodation and delicious home cooked meals included;
· Walking trails and nearby beach;
· Fun and laughter.
Machine knitters can choose to work on their own projects or undertake an Origami or
Sideways Knit project (for which detailed notes will be provided). Expert tuition and advice
will be available throughout the camp.

Vacancies are available for 2017 (partners welcome).
Further details available from Joy Taylor (Ph 8276 1071)

ST MARY’S MACHINE KNITTING CLUB INC
Members meet each month at Clovelly Park Community Centre,
York Avenue, Clovelly Park SA
on
3rd Monday of the month (January to June and August to November)
10.00am to 3.00pm
Morning Tea provided – please bring your own lunch

Beginners and experienced knitters all welcome!
Meeting arrangements can change at short notice and are not held on public holidays contact the Secretary
(Jill Rashleigh) for details and further information.
Email jill@rashleigh.id.au
Tel 8395 9077 or Mob 0408 379 992

SMITHFIELD AND INGLE FARM MACHINE KNITTING CLUBS.
Smithfield Club meets at the Smithfield Bowling Club
on the Corner of Main North and Curtis Roads
on the first Monday of each month.
Smithfield Passap Club meets on the fourth Monday of each month.
Ingle Farm Club meets at the Church of the Holy Redeemer
on the corner of Roopena Street and Montague Road
on the second Monday of each month.
This year, if a club’s meeting date falls on a public holiday,
then that club’s meeting will be cancelled for the month.
All clubs’ meetings are held from 10:30—2:30

WENDY SMITH—BABY’S JUMPER WITH POUCH POCKET

To fit 9—12 months.
Materials. 120 gr 3 ends cashmillon.
Small amount contrast 1 for fair-isle.
3 small buttons.
MAIN TENSION:
Stocking stitch 28 sts 40 rows 10 cm. I
used 7.*
Ribber tension 5 both beds.

SINGLE MOTIF:
BROTHER Stitch world No 97.
BACK:
*Select 88 sts and arrange for 1x1 rib. Knit
20 rows T 5.
Transfer all stitches to top bed.
*RC000. Knit 60 rows. Cast off 4 stitches
beg next 2 rows.
Dec 1 st both ends next and every alt row
8 times.
Knit to RC 109 and divide for back opening.
Working on right side, knit to RC 129,
working 2 buttonholes evenly.
Take 15 stitches of on waste, and cast of
back neck sts.
Bring stitches on left back to working
position and E wrap 4 stitches, to make
flap for buttons.
Work to correspond with right side.
FRONT:
Cast on with waste yarn 88 sts.
Knit a few rows, 1 row ravel cord.
MAIN YARN. MT. Knit 50 rows.
Take off on waste.

Pouch Pocket. Work as for back * to *
RC000. Rehang main part at starting point,
wrong side facing machine.
Work in fair-isle or single motif and knit to
RC34. keeping pat correct. Using 3 prong
tool, decrease 1 st both ends every alt row
until RC 70. Break yarn.
Bring forward these needles. Bring up main
body and rehang.
Continue front until RC 109.
Divide for front neck. Take back to non
working position all needles on left of 0 and
7 on right.
Working on right side, cast off 4 sts on neck
edge twice, dec 1 st every 3rd row twice,
15 sts remain.
Knit to RC 129, take off on waste.
Work left front to correspond with right side.
SLEEVES:
Cast on 50 stitches for 1x1 rib.
Work as for back from * to * RC 000.
With 2 prong tool increase 1 st both ends
very 7th row 8 times. 66 sts.
Knit to RC 60.
Cast off 5 sts next 2 rows, dec 1 st every
row 4 times, 1 st every 2nd row once, 1 st
every 3rd row 4 times, 1 st every 2nd row 4
times, 1 st every row 6 times,
RC 112.
Cast off remaining 18 sts.
NECK BAND:
Cast on 97 stitches for 1 x 1 rib.
Knit 10 rows.
Transfer to main bed and take off on waste.
Join shoulders and attach neck band.
When stitching up, slip stitch the edge of the
pocket to the edge of the garment before
joining the back to the front.

Jill Rashleigh

EASTER BUNNY

Knitting Scarf
1.
2.
3.

E-wrap 3 stitches EON
Knit 60 rows stocking stitch
OR
Knit 120 rows with R slip
button

Knitting Tail
1.
2.
3.

E-wrap 10 stitches EON
Knit 8 rows
Take off on thread and draw
up

ASSEMBLY
Note: Each ear is seamed
Machine:

Standard Gauge

Yarn:

8 ply acrylic in 4

colours

Height:
Weight:

Stitch Size 9 EON
26cm overall
50gm stuffed

1. E-wrap 32 stitches EON (64
ns)
2. Knit 8 rows shoe colour
3. Knit 18 rows leg colour
4. Knit 14 rows body/arms
colour
5. Knit 18 rows face colour
6. Place half needles in HP
7. Knit each ear separately
8. Knit 12 rows ear colour x 2
9. Take each ear off on thread

separately.
Stuffing can be done as you
go or afterwards.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sew the Back Seam
Sew vertical seam through
shoes and legs.
Sew arm seams at sides
approx. 6 stitches in total (3
each side)
Draw in neck and top of head
Draw up top of ears and sew
down to head.
Sew a vertical seam in ear (in
pink or blue looks nice)
Embroider face as indicated
Stuff tail with fibrefill and
sew to back
Tie scarf and secure at centre
back.

EDITORIAL
I begin with a reminder to renew your membership if you haven’t already done so. This is the last
newsletter before membership lapses.
Quite a few emails bounced with the last couple of issues, and I spent a lot of time researching to
find out what the new email was. I am still not sure if those people did eventually receive their
newsletter.
Some seemed to go through, but the recipients didn’t receive. They probably wondered what had
happened to their newsletter.
Could you please ask in your clubs if everyone who should have received a newsletter has done
so, and if they haven’t, then email me with details (or get them to email me).
Changes of email addresses don’t always filter down to me, so it would be a good idea if, when
you change your email address, that you notify me, the newsletter editor, as well as everyone else
that you normally notify.
When the state-wide black-out occurred late last year, I lost all my email records, and some other
data as well. I thought all my MKASA database records were untouched, but have since found
out that one or two entries were somehow deleted. I had to re-enter all of the address book
details, and that was quite an effort. I thought I had it right, but am still uncovering mistakes.
As time went by, I noticed other bits of data missing, and some missing bits filed in funny places—
like Word files in the photographic files, and so on. I am still wondering if any other strange things
will surface. You know the old adage—“If you’re looking for something, it won’t turn up, but when
you’re looking for something else, the other thing turns up.” At the moment I’m looking for some
missing photos. I haven’t been able to find them anywhere. Perhaps I should stop looking for
them and they’ll turn up!
On a knitting note—I am knitting socks in 2ply yarn (from Spotlight a year or so ago) and using the
3ply pattern in the Singer sock book, have had some success. My machine is a Brother 860. I
used the largest size pattern, but tension 3 instead of 5, and about ten rows shorter on the foot.
As I was knitting short top socks, I made some adjustments there as well. For the rib I used the
2x1 system, with the tension lever on II and the stitch size on 2. The rib turned out quite nicely,
and the socks are ‘summer weight.’
I still have plenty of yarn, so I’ll do the next pair on the Passap, and write a new pattern. I need
some summer socks. I like woolly socks. My feet ache when I wear the stretchy commercial
socks. As this is a “work in progress” there won’t be any photos of the finished product at this
stage.
Many people’s thoughts haven’t turned knit-wise over summer, and with the publishing date
looming, I appealed to members of our committee to help me out with submissions for this issue.
Thankyou committee members.
I would like to thank everyone who has submitted work for publication in the past. The time and
effort those knitters have put in to the newsletter is much appreciated. Hearing from clubs is
exciting, even if the club is small. I get so many new ideas from club members, and I hope you
do, too. Club news, show reports, and other newsy items, help me get to know more people
through the newsletter.
Please keep sending in lots of news, tips, poems and other things, and tell me about the things
that you and your club are doing. Tell me about your club, when and how it started, how it is
faring now, and what you are doing. Some of us are also avid quilters, spinners, Girl Guide
Leaders…you name it, we do it. Tell us how you manage to fit it all in.
Maybe we can inspire more people to keep our craft alive.

SUE WHYTE
6 BELINYA COURT
MODBURY NORTH
SA 5092

Phone 8294 7441

2 BYRON STREET, GLENELG
(Off Jetty Road)

Knitting Yarns
3,4 ply DK SHAMAL.
2,3,4 ply SUPERWASH PURE WOOL
4 ply PURE WOOL
4 ply RUTLAND TWEED PURE WOOL
3 ply NATURELL
3 ply VELVETEEN
70% ACRYLIC 30% COTTON
For special prices
Phone Sue (08) 8263 7003
Country ladies use “OFF PEAK”

WANTED
Empisal KH 680 Instruction book.
Parts for a Brother KH820—
Mast and Tension Unit
Long cast on comb
Two extension rods
Punch cards
Punch card holder and pin
Two punch card snaps
Sigrid
phone (8) 8337 5488
or email—sigridb@bigpond.com

Knitting Machine Specialist and Tuition

Sewing & Knitting Centre
Sales & Repairs to all makes of machines
Email:
barb@barbssewandknits.com.au

