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ONE-OFF ADVERTISING
“Wanted to Sell/buy” adverts:

In April, 23 knitters and one husband attended the camp at Victor
Harbor. The weather couldn’t have been more perfect, and quite a
few of the members enjoyed a walk to the beach on most days.
We were very well fed over the week-end and this camp is most
comfortable as we have innerspring mattresses. All those attending
agreed that we should stay at this venue, so it has been booked
again for the same week-end next year.
The six demonstrators had all researched their subjects well and had
plenty of samples to show. The demonstrators were Jill Rashleigh—
Charting Devices; Gillian Gittins—Gloves; Sigrid Burford—Weaving;
Eleanor Goldfinch—Edges; Joy Turner—Short Row Knitting; and
myself—Lace Gifts.
Sue Whyte was there with her yarn and Chris Pritchard was kept
busy with the Trading Table. On the three evenings we were there,
we were kept entertained by Joy Turner, who showed us how to
make a rabbit out of a face washer on the first night; a hat from two
handkerchiefs on the second night, and a Scottie dog from a face
washer on the third night.
There were plenty of Jigsaw puzzles for those who wanted to do
them and a few girls attempted to do a 1,000 piece one.
Unfortunately they didn’t manage to complete this and it was quite
sad to see it being broken up and put back in the box on Sunday
night.
If you have never attended one of the camps, think about it for next
time. Melrose camp is being held at the end of October. This is a
hands-on camp, where you take your machine and knit what you
want, but Victor Harbor camp has six demonstrations over the weekend.
Continued on next page……..

$5 for non-members,
free for members
CORPORATE ADVERTISING
Quarter page
$25 annual fee
Half page
$50 annual fee

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST NEWSLETTER ITEMS
15th JULY 2016
Please send items for the Newsletter to
Newsletter Editor GILLIAN GITTINS
gilliangittins@adam.com.au

………..Continued
The committee is now organising a visit from Diane Chambers. There will be two
work-shops.
The first is on Saturday 16th 2016 at the Payneham Community Centre, Payneham Road at
9.30 am for 10:00 am start.
The second will be held in the Port Pirie Club Rooms on Tuesday 19 th July at 9:30 am for 10.00
am start, finishing at approximately 4.00 pm.
BYO lunch. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided.

Diane is a most entertaining demonstrator and well worth attending. I have just returned from
Mildura where Diane did a two-day work-shop for the Sunraysia Members.
Happy Knitting,
Wendy

EDITORIAL
I am looking forward to the visit by Diane Chambers. I remember participating in one of her workshops
when I first discovered that there were Knitting Clubs and an Association “out there.”
Victor Harbor camp seems such a long time ago, now. We had a good time. I didn’t get to see Joy
Turner’s demonstration because all of hers were at the same time as mine. I’m hoping to catch up with
Joy’s demonstration when she repeats it at Ingle Farm.
I learnt a lot from each of the demonstrators that I did see. Sometimes I wonder how I can incorporate
the new ideas and tips with my Girl Guides. Some of these small girls are becoming quite skilled.
Others are so little that they are not much higher than the machine, when standing up, and don’t always
have enough strength to push the carriage right across. I’m hoping to do a couple of projects with them
again this term.
My grand-daughter’s bulky machine ended up back at my home when she had to find new
accommodation, but she has now reclaimed it, and sent me an SOS when it kept shedding the knitting
on to the floor. Fortunately, after a trip across Adelaide to where she now lives, we solved the problem
quite simply.
She tells me that she accesses instruction videos, via the internet, on how to use her machine.
I didn’t even know they existed.
I have been sorting out some of my “stuff.” I created a bit more space when I jettisoned some old
school teaching materials; disassembled an old Pink Passap I had been given for spare parts; and
bought another knitting machine cabinet. (I now have three) Then I acquired more yarn!
My daughter and I were having a joke about how we are “breeding” machines. She now has a
collection of spinning wheels, and I have a collection of knitting machines.
I apologise for the quality of the photo in Roma’s profile. I scanned a page from an old newsletter that
had a group photo with Roma in it. I then cropped the photo down to just one of Roma, and inserted it
into her profile. It’s a bit fuzzy.
I also apologise to Bunty from Port Pirie. I have mislaid my notes on her profile. They were written on
the back of a program I had with me when I visited Port Pirie. I know it will turn up, but not when I’m
looking for it. I always find that the things I’m looking for stay hidden, and then turn up when I’m looking
for something else. Does that happen to you, too?
Gillian

DIANE CHAMBERS WORKSHOPS
Diane will be visiting South Australia in July 2016 and conducting two workshops, one
in Adelaide and one in Port Pirie. Diane is an entertaining and knowledgeable speaker
and this is a workshop you should not miss.

WHEN:

Saturday 16th July 2016 at Payneham Community Centre (Payneham Rd)
Tuesday 19th July 2016 at Port Pirie Club Rooms (old Railway Station)

COST:

$35 for members and $45 for non-members

TIME:

9.30 for 10.00am start – finishing around 4.00pm

LUNCH:

BYO lunch – morning tea will be provided

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGISTRATION FORM FOR DIANE CHAMBERS WORKSHOPS
NAME

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ADDRESS

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

POST CODE………………………………………..TELEPHONE………………………………………………………..
EMAIL

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

WORKSHOP (Please circle):

PAYNEHAM 16th July

FINAL DATE FOR PAYMENT AND REGISTRATION

PORT PIRIE 19th July

1st JULY

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Cheque or money order made out to Machine Knitters Association of South Australia
Inc and send to:
Rita Divine, PO Box 228, Modbury North SA 5092
OR
Pay by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) BankSA BSB 105-135 Account 065 312940
AND post or email the receipt and form to Rita.

Profile of a Machine Knitter
JOYLENE
HARRISON, PATERSON, LEBRUN, TURNER
I started hand knitting at about eight or nine years old.
Mother used to acquire sugar bags to use to make oven cloths,
carefully unpicking the thread used to stitch the bags.
This thread was used to knit dish cloths by hand.

Sugar bag
oven-cloth
made by
Joylene’s
mother

As a teenager, she taught me to crochet coat-hanger covers. When I started work I had to travel half an
hour by bus to work and I knitted a short sleeve jumper for my youngest sister, eleven years my junior.
Then I saw a pattern for a cardigan, which I made, but I didn’t like it when I had finished it. I still have it.

Left: the cardigan
Joylene knitted but
didn’t like, with the
oven-cloth on it.
Right: the cardigan
again.

My family of six children came along, but my Mother-in-law was a quicker and better knitter than me. I
made dolls’ clothes and crochet items.

21 years ago, one of my daughter’s friend’s grandmother passed away, and she was offered a Singer 321,
without instruction books, but with tools. My daughter accepted this for me. My Mother-in-law said one
of her other nieces was using knitting machines and arranged for me to meet with her, as she lived at
Robertstown. Fay Goodchild was her name. Fay suggested I join the Smithfield Club which only
enthused me more. The meetings were held at the Smithfield Sports Club.
Months later Open Day was held and Maude Sharpe brought along her Bulky, and from then I was hooked.
Fay said that Empisal machines knitted lace items differently.
At that time I was involved with the Epilepsy Association and we were holding garage sales. One of our
members had donated her mother’s machine, so I went and had a look at it, and hooray, it was an Empisal
with lace carriage, table legs, books and tool, so I purchased it, and have knitted many items on it.
I still yearned for a Bulky. Several years later Fay came to me and said her daughter wanted to sell her
Bulky, and I couldn’t accept quick enough. I still prefer to use this machine, making many jumpers, bed
socks, mittens, beanies, and toys.
At the beginning of 2015 I was asked to demonstrate at the May camp at Victor Harbor. Still feeling like a
beginner, I agreed, and although I was suffering much trepidation, I coped—just.
What the future holds, who knows, but I am sure I will keep knitting and crocheting.
This will be my last name change.

VICTOR HARBOR CAMP at ADARE

The demonstrators from left:
Eleanor Goldfinch, Gillian Gittins, Joy Turner, Wendy Smith, Jill Rashleigh, Sigrid Burford

Joy Turner’s first night
activity was to make
rabbits from face
washers. This is one
of the “rabbit warrens.”

On Saturday night we
made pretty bonnets
from two floral handkerchiefs, and some
flowers. Imperia
modelled one for us.

On Sunday night we made
Scottie dogs from black face
washers, felt ears and tongues,
and googly eyes. We put some
in a “dog park.”

Progress photos of the jigsaw puzzle. A bit more of it was
finished before it had to be dismantled.

Concentration was the order of
the day during Joy’s evening
activities.
Here are photos of a few of the
campers working on their
bonnets.

VICTOR HARBOR CAMP

Jill Rashleigh’s demonstration on charting was a “hands-on” session. She had
both Brother and Singer charting devices and machines.

Thankyou to everyone who participated
in my Love your Charter demonstration
at Victor Harbor. Here is a picture of
Emily in the outfit you helped to make.

Jill Rashleigh

Profile of a Machine Knitter
ROMA DEER
My twin sister and I were born in Broken Hill but sadly our mother did
not survive. My grandmother looked after us, and when our father
married again, brought us to Adelaide.
She was a very good dressmaker who made her own patterns and this
skill she passed on to us. She was also a very good cook, but this skill
she did not pass on.

We were poor, but were always well dressed and I do not remember the
depression as such.
Skip to several years later, I had finished high school and entered teachers' college for 3 years.
I wanted to be a secondary teacher so most of my study was at the Adelaide University and I
met my future husband.
In 1947 I was appointed to Woodville High school (my old school) but taught for only 2 years
when we decided to marry. This meant that I owed the remainder of a bond, so effectively
John bought me for £70 pounds. I hope that he considered me a bargain at that price!!!

Fast forward again, and four children later, I went back into the education department on a part
time basis.
Before I had even received my first cheque I busted the lot on a knitting machine and this
prompted John to declare that he was not sure that he could afford a "working wife". Later I
went to work full time as a Senior Library consultant.
It was not until 1985 (the year I retired) that I really began to get hooked. I had finally found a
knitting club that held night time meetings so I went along. I had earlier discovered a knit/
weaving section at the back of the instruction book and I was in my element.
Doris Payne saw what I was doing and invited me to lecture at a 1985 weekend affair - this
was during the school holidays so I jumped at the chance, although somewhat nervously.
To make a long story shorter, my retirement "career" took off and from that weekend I received
many invitations to tell others just what I was doing.
As most knitters can tell you, my methods were somewhat unorthodox so it was of no use my
putting any of my creations into the Adelaide show. I admired what knitters were doing, but the
rules were not for me.
I did, however, collect a few prizes along the way. The first was a second in an Australian wide
competition.

This was to design an Australian theme garment and I had three days to design and produce it
and get it away in the post on time.
First prize went to two women who worked together; second prize was 750 pounds (a great
amount back in 1985) and with this I bought my daughter a Brother 910.

I had previously met up with this machine at a seminar at Marion High School (1984 I
think) and which I had seen advertised. I was completely out of my depth there and
when I enquired about knit weaving lectures an interstate lecturer wanted to know just
what could you do with that, except perhaps for handbags and cushions. I should have
gone back in my box, but I did not.
I also entered a Myer competition and won myself a plastic fantastic knitting machine,
which I promptly gave away. By this time I already had a Brother 910 and a Passap
Duomatic and did not want any more.
I had started with an Empisal push button machine and to this day, most of what I weave
could still very easily be made on that very basic machine. As those who know my work
can tell you, my forte is in colours, textures and design.
A few other prizes and commendations have come my way over the years. My lecturing
took off and has been wonderful for me. I had declared my retirement by the time my
husband became ill, but he advised me to keep going and I have done this but not nearly
so intensely as I did when he was alive.
I was on the inaugural committee when this association began, but am no longer
involved - age caught up with me a few years ago.
I still keep on knitting, but slowly. I occasionally do some exhibition work for the Alpaca
association and I have tried to interest some of my younger friends in knitting. I invited
them over, set up the machines for them and they made themselves scarves. One even
made a shawl for her grandson. They quickly discovered that machine knitting was
simply not just about pushing the carriage back and forth across the needle bed and I
seemed to spend a lot of time "resurrecting". Now we do this each year, but apart from
one friend, we have not ventured into anything more adventurous!!!
Recently I talked at a Probus club about machine knitting and my involvement. I was a
bit worried about talking to non-knitters but there was no problem because it virtually
became a "show and tell" affair and my stocks went up considerably.
Not a bad thing when you are on the downward slope of life.
I had bought a Wurlitzer electronic organ when I was 50 (never having played anything
before) and had intended on my retirement at 59 to become another Liberacci but this
was not to be because I had in the meantime discovered just what wonderful things
those knitting machines were.
I have made many friends over my knitting years and we still try to keep in touch.
People in knitting trouble still contact me and sometimes I can even help them!!
I can honestly say that machine knitting took over my life and I am very thankful for it and
for those wonderful friends I have made.
Most importantly I am very grateful to my grandmother who in my early years set me on
the right track and gave me the skills I needed to make a very real success of my
"hobby".

COAT HANGERS.

by Wendy Smith
1.
4 ply Acrylic Yarn. 3 pieces lace, 72 holes .
Weaving cast on over 25 needles. 12 left,13 right of 0. Knit 1 row.
Fold end of lace over and *hang on needle 7, left of 0, 1, 8, right of 0.. Knit 2 rows.*
Repeat * to * until 2 holes remain, fold lace over again, knit 2 rows.
Leave long end of yarn, thread through stitches and take off machine, pull up tight and
secure.
Select 100 needles, fold work with lace inside, pick up edges, knit 1 row Tension 10.
Latch off.
Place coat hanger into tip and slide down, pull up weaving cast on and secure.
For Childs hanger, same as No. 1, cut 52 holes, 75 needles, when joining up.
2.
Same as pattern number one, but hang lace on needles 10 - 3 left of 0, 5 right of 0. knit 2
rows, hang lace moving over 1 st to right knit 2 rows, continue until st 11 on right, then
work back.until stitch 10 on left. Finish as for 1.
3.
4 ply Acrylic Yarn, or 3 ends Cashmilon. 5 pieces lace, 80 holes.
With waste yarn cast on 80 stitches, knit few rows, knit 1 row ravel cord.
Main yarn, knit 3 rows.
Hang lace, bring all needles forward, close latches, slowly knit across row.
Bring needles forward again and check that all stiches have knitted off.
Knit 3 rows, repeat until 5 rows lace.
Knit 2 rows. Pick up from first row knitted in Main yarn, and place on needles.
Knit 1 row Tension 10, latch off. Secure 1 end by pulling up tight.
Slide onto hanger and secure second end.
For all hangers pad with old stockings, or strips of wadding.
If using plastic tubing for hook, soak in hot water and this helps to slide it onto the hook.
Decorate with small flowers or ribbon bow.

FOR SALE, WANTED, OR TO GIVE AWAY
FOR SALE
Brother Intarsia Carriage,
Model KA-8200
Brother Transfer Carriage,
Model DA-8300
Passap U100E
Pattern Lock

$5
$5
$5

All of the above are in excellent condition—in original boxes and with instructions.
Chris Pritchard

Phone: 0497 178 072 (mobile)

Reynolds Bros. Sales & Service Pty Ltd.
Sole knitting machine distributor for Australia and New Zealand
NEW KNITTING MACHINES ARE STILL

QUALITY MACHINE KNITTING YARNS

MANUFACTURED AND AVAILABLE

HERE IN AUSTRALIA

2/28 cashmilon 1 kg
2/25 woolblend 1kg

SINGER LK—150 Mid gauge

4ply Sable Crepe

SINGER SK—280 Punch card machine

4ply Bramwell

RBKH—868 Punch card machine

Silky Bramwell

RBKH—160/164 Mid gauge machine

Tamm Estilo

RBKH—260 Bulky Punch card machine

4ply Magicolor Denys Brunton

New spare parts are Available

Venetia wool / rayon

53 Carlton Parade, CARLTON NSW 2218

Postal address:

02 9587 5020 or 02 9588 4216

PO BOX 4005 CARLTON NSW 2218

www.reynoldsbros.com.au

john@reynoldsbros.com.au

SUE WHYTE
6 BELINYA COURT
MODBURY NORTH
SA 5092

Phone 8294 7441

2 BYRON STREET, GLENELG
(Off Jetty Road)

Knitting Yarns
Knitting Machine Specialist and Tuition
3,4 ply DK SHAMAL.
2,3,4 ply SUPERWASH PURE WOOL
4 ply PURE WOOL
4 ply RUTLAND TWEED PURE WOOL
3 ply NATURELL
3 ply VELVETEEN
70% ACRYLIC 30% COTTON

Sewing & Knitting Centre
Sales & Repairs to all makes of machines
Email:
barb@barbssewandknits.com.au

For special prices
Phone Sue (08) 8263 7003
Country ladies use “OFF PEAK”

DORMANI
YARNS

318 Lord Street HIGHGATE
PERTH WA 6003
Telephone: (08) 9328 3050
Facsimile: (08) 9328 6696
Email: tony@dormani-yarns.com
www.dormani-yarns.com
Opening Times:
Wed., Thurs & Friday 9:30 am—5 pm
Saturdays 9:30 am—Noon
THE MACHINE KNIT SPECIALIST
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF YARNS
WOOL/COTTON BLENDS/ACRYLIC/VISCOSE/CREPE
BOOKS—BROTHER & SINGER PARTS
Phone TONY

Ask about our buyers club

MAIL ORDER AUSTRALIA WIDE

DesignaKnit
The complete computer aided
package for all hand and
machine Knitters.
Now available in Australia
From:
Shirley Swain
Phone 08 83395060
Mobile 0406 960 199
E-mail—
treefroggo@optus.com.au

